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s poorest people are threatened by negotiations that are taking place right now [in 2006], in the preparation for
the World Trade Organization s meeting in Hong Kong. Rich countries are seeking new export markets for their
agricultural produce, industrial products and services. They want all countries, including the poorest, to sign up
to new trade commitments that will further open up their economies to international competition.If the rich
countries aren t stopped, poverty and inequality in many of the countries in which we work could deepen (p. iv)
The TWN and ActionAid therefore share similar view on the WTO, which are backed by realities on the ground,
exemplified by a few items: removal of subsidies from subsistence agriculture in the third world while they are
maintained in EU and American large scale agriculture, massive privatization that has gone into the hands of
mainly foreign capitalists while back in the US and within the EU failing banks are being shored up with public
money. Similar voices were echoed in a joint statement by several NGOs after the Hong Kong Ministerial in 2006:
Agriculture remains the sector containing most trade...
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