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lllustrations of the Most Interesting Localities of Shakespeare s Dramas Dame Honeyball was a likely, plump,
bustling little woman, and no bad substitute for that paragon of hostesses, Dame Quickly. She seemed
delighted with an opportunity to oblige, and, hurrying upstairs to the archives of her house, where the precious
vessels of the parish club were deposited, she returned, smiling and courtesying, with them in her hand. The
first she presented me was a japanned iron tobacco-box of gigantic size, out of which, | was told, the vestry had
smoked at their stated meetings since time immemorial, and which was never suffered to be profaned by
vulgar hands, or used on common occasions, | received it with becoming reverence, but what was my delight at
beholding on its cover the identical painting of which | was in quest! There was displayed the outside of the
Boar s Head Tavern, and before the door was to be seen the whole convivial group at table, in full revel,
pictured with that wonderful fidelity and force with which the portraits of renowned generals and commodores
are illustrated on tobacco-boxes, for the benefit of posterity. Lest, however, there should be any mistake, the
cunning limner had warily inscribed the names of Prince Hal and Falstaff on the bottoms of their chairs. On the
inside of the cover was an inscription, nearly obliterated, recording that this box was the gift of Sir Richard
Gore, for the use of the vestry meetings at the Boar s Head Tavern, and that it was repaired and beautified by
his successor, Mr. John Packard, 1767....
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