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and the vision of the Chalice and the Altar was ever before him. He studied hard and diligently at a time when it
was difficult to preserve the life of the body to say nothing of that of the soul. The tide of the French Revolution
at this time had reached its crest. It was a period of misguided mobs, dreadful persecution, and widespread
execution. Throughout these dark days the undaunted youth suffered untold hardships and privations. He was
forced to practice his religion in secret and to work at whatever trade might furnish the scanty means for his
existence. In 1795 he was ordained priest and celebrated his first Mass in a cellar. Until a brighter day dawned
he passed unknown through the multitude, stealthily ministering to the sick in body and soul. Very often his feet
were without shoes, and his only shelter was a stable or a barn. The dawn of the nineteenth century restored
many legal rights to the Catholics of France; but the Revolution had materially weakened the saving influence
of the Church, and whole generations had grown up ignorant alike of Catholic doctrine and moral
responsibility. To reclaim successfully this neglected portion of the Lord s once fruitful vineyard, it was
necessary above all to gather together the little ones-as yet untainted with tho poison of error-and to instruct
them in the truths of Holy Faith. To aid him in this grand work Father Dujaric in ISO ) founded the Sisters of
Providence whose most prominent establishment in this country is Saint Mary s-of-the-Woods; and in 1820 he
founded the...
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