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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 edition. Excerpt: . WHY IS ECONOMICS NOT AN EVOLUTIONARY SCIENCE?1 M.
G. De Lapouge recently said, Anthropology is destined to revolutionise the political and the social sciences as
radically as bacteriology has revolutionised the science of medicine. 2 In so far as he speaks of economics, the
eminent anthropologist is not alone in his conviction that the science stands in need of rehabilitation. His words
convey a rebuke and an admonition, and in both respects he speaks the sense of many scientists in his own and
related lines of inquiry. It may be taken as the consensus of those men who are doing the serious work of
modern anthropology, ethnology, and psychology, as well as of those in the biological sciences proper, that
economics is helplessly behind the times, and unable to handle its subject-matter in a way to entitle it to
standing as a modern science. The other political and social sciences come in for their share of this obloquy,
and perhaps on equally cogent grounds. Nor are the economists themselves buoyantly indifferent to the
rebuke. Probably no economist to-day has either the hardihood or the inclination to say that the science has
now reached a definitive formulation, either in the detail of results or as regards the fundamental features of
theory. The nearest recent approach to such a position on the part of an economist of 1 Reprinted by
permission from The Quarterly Journal of Economics, vol. xii, July, 1808. 2 The Fundamental Laws...
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