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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1885 edition. Excerpt: . and anxious, but he rose to greet me. He was pleased to see
me. | could see that by the smile that brought something of the old look back upon his face; but his voice shook
as he told me that at the first rumour of active service the pompous alderman had bought the captain off, and
that now he had all his time to dangle after Mary. It had broken him, he said; he was not the man he had been.
His accounts confused him, and his cash-balance was short. He was going that very night to see an old cousin,
to ask if she would take charge of Mary for a while; and if | would only once more look through the books while
he was gone, perhaps | might put them right. It was a cold night, near Christmas, and there was a bright fire in
the office, which seemed to light the room with a ruddy glow that quite paled the flame of the shaded lamp
upon the writing-table. All was so still that the ticking of the old clock upon a bracket seemed to grow into an
emphatic beat upon my ear quickened with nervous pain; but | sat down and was soon immersed in my
accustomed drudgery of figures, so that, when | had taken out sundry balances, 116 A SNEAK IN THE DARK. and
checked the totals with a sum of money in gold and silver...
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