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illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: . . . authorities a permit to send a telegram from that tower to Chicago. A telegram
you exclaim, but there is no telegraph. And you are right, for Touggourt had not yet been reached by that ever-
spreading network of electric wires which enmeshes almost the entire world. In the desert they still relied upon
THE WHITE FOLK, UNMISTAEABLY FRENCH A chain of towers, situated at intervals of from twenty to thirty miles,
stretches southward from Biskra as far as Wargla, the last garrisoned oasis of the French. In each tower are
two huge magic-lanterns, one pointing northward, the other southward. The lenses of these lanterns are
provided with shutters, which open and close in response to a key on which the operator plays as on a
telegraphic instrument. Thus at night news is flashed across the desert from tower to tower by intermitting rays
of light. We climb the ladder-like THE TOWER OF THE TELEGRAPH stairs of the tower, and find four soldiers in
the upper room busily transmitting the messages that come in letters of light from Wargla, one hundred and
fifty miles below. We see our message also flashed into outer darkness, letter by letter. The men in the next
tower twenty-five miles away LES TELEGRAPHISTES read the dots and dashes of light through a telescope,
record them, and then repeat them for the sake of accuracy. To the north-ward we can see faint rapid flash-es
like glowings of a tiny fire-fly; these re-spell our message...
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