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DAVID CHARLES, United Kingdom, 2012. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 172 x 130 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Respected transport author Julian Holland delves into the intriguing world of steam in his
latest book, which is full of absorbing facts and figures on subjects ranging from Cornish beam engines, steam
railway locomotives, road vehicles and ships through to traction engines, steam rollers and electricity
generating stations and the people who designed and built them. Helped along the way by the inventive minds
of James Watt, Richard Trevithick and George Stephenson, steam became the powerhouse that drove the
Industrial Revolution in Britain in the late 18th and 19th centuries. The combination of abundant coal reserves,
inventive minds, cheap labour and entrepreneurial spirit made Britain the world leader in steam technology.
Britain also led the way with the evolution of steamships - from William Symington s Charlotte Dundas of 1803
(the world s first successful steam-powered boat) and SS Archimedes (the world s first screw-driven steamship)
to HMS Rattler (the world s first steam screw-driven warship) and Isambard Kingdom Brunel s giant
transatlantic steam-driven liners of which the Great Eastern was by far the largest. While steam in the factories
and on the railways and roads is now a fading memory, it should be worth noting that much of our electricity
is, thanks to inventors such as Charles Parsons, still generated by steam turbines in our coal, gas and nuclear
power stations. Even modern nuclear powered submarines use steam turbines to drive their propulsion units. In
Britain there is the most amazing steam preservation movement. Restored steam engines can still be seen at
work on our waterways, roads and railways and at hundreds of steam events around the country. Julian
Holland provides you with a full list of where to see...
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