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excuse for the appearance of this work. The descriptions of these insects in the Transactions of the New Zealand
Institute, or in works published in Europe and America, are not easily accessible to the general reader, and are
also much scattered and fragmentary. It was thought therefore that the time had arrived when the information
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brought together in a compendious form, and the present volume is an attempt towards this. In order to render
this work complete a second volume is necessary, which should include the large number of other destructive
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information regarding them. The author has had in contemplation the preparation of such a volume, and it is
hoped that it may be at some future time published. Meanwhile the present is offered as, at least as far as it
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